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» T': has beén the Cuflom of all Nations, and
+ 5 all’ Timer;: for fome Men to cry down the
. oprefent Age, and’to’ make: fad P fics
concernipg the fucceeding one, Mat.
ters fhould unexpe&edly alter for the better.
Upon divers Topics have thefe Complaints been
founded. - In pur own Country, we have heard
chiefly of -the Growth.of Pc?:g, of Religious In-
fidelity;.and of common Profanencs. For my
Part (if 1 w be indolged like my N?'&bboms,
in finding Fault with:the Times) the worll-bodin
8ymptom which I obferve in the prefeat State o

ivate Life, is, that- Fragality 1s quite out of
gnlhion. Men are afraid, and atham’'d to be
thooght mindful of avoiding Expence. The Rea-
fon which I am going to offer why they are fo,
may perhaps be laugh’d at; but I can find no bet-
ter Reafon than this, that to avoid Expence belongs
alfo to Avarice, and we are determin’d to keegé:s
far as poflible from any Appearance that may bear
fuch a Conftra&ion:” Which is as reaforable a
Corclufion in the prefent Cale, as if 1 fhould re-
folve never to join in any A& of public Worthip,
becaufe there is a fort of pablic Worthip which be
longs to Popery, and Popery is a very foolith and
a mifchevious Thing. itbout taking farther
Notice of this ridicalous Prejudice, I fha!l veature
to plead the Caufe of this old fathion'd Virtue;
and to reckon up certain Reafon:, which may
foﬁibly make it appear to be not wholly for the

ntereft of a State to difcard it.

In the firft Place, Frugality corduces to Bodily
Health, and A&ivity. For being ever careful to

termin’d Ecemy to intemperate Luxury ; as krow-
ing that no Expence is of lefs good Account, than
that which gratifies the mere Wantonnefs of Ap-
- petite. And where Intemperance is carefully ex-
cluded, there Health is dellver'd from her mott
dangerous and mortal Foe. Whoever rightly etti-
mates the Value of Health (either to the Individual,
or to the public Community) will acknowlege how
much both muft be oblig’d, on this Account, to a
Virtue that can hardly be in general difappointed
of fecurirg it. A .

Frugalig' tends alfo to a difcreet and confiderate
Turn of Mind. It obliges every Man to a ftri&
Notice of Human Life, and the comparitive Va-
lae of thofe different Purfuits which engrofs it.
It begets-a Habit of Thinking; and that on the
moft ufeful and important Subje@s. I muft caution
my Reader from fuppofing that 1 take meer Gain,
or the faving of Money, for the moft ofcful ard
important Sutje&ts of Thirking ; but certainly the
-Moral Integrity of one’s Charaller, and thetroe En
joyment of one's Fortune, are the mait ufeful and
important Subjefts; and 'tis only upon thofe Ac
c‘:unu, that Frogality -is at all follicitons about

doney. .

Another.good Effe@ of this humble Virtue, is a

encrous Pride and Independence of Spirit. A
an who  brings his D:E:n within his Power,
which is the proper Chara&er of the frugal Man,
isfo fir out of tbe Command ofFortune, and vefied
with the All fufficiency of the Steical avife Man.
At lealt, Le is free from a thoufand lofirmities and
‘Temptations, to which every bad OEconomift muft
be liable. - The Frogal have nothing to confalt but
their own Reafon ; they have no Deb:s of Honour
to be remitted; no Tradefmen, Steward, Backer,
or g\tu;rnc;d. whom they dread to bffend ; they are
their own
. Prime Misifter may fland in need of them, but
shey cap never ftand in need of a Prime Minifter.

Frugality fecures the general Peace and Happi-
oefs of Families. 'Tis a Scene of Diftrefs, ‘which
86 Stranger can imagine, whea either a Father of
‘a Family, or an of its Members, involves
the ref in the Miferies which attend Extravagance,

aflers ; they reft upon themlelves. A

The Society of private Life is cither the greateft,
or next to the greateft Epjoyment”of Man. In
Proponicn‘q any Felicity ia great, its oppofite
ain is grievous and-intolerable, To excluce the
latter, and to fecore the former, fuppofes a pradi-
gicus Degree of Utility in any fingle Caufe which
e%ual to both. As far as Fortune is concerned
in the Happirefs of domeftic Life (and Forture is
concerned in the Happinefs of domeftic Life chief
ly), Frugality excludes the Diftrefles, and fecures
the Enjoyment of conjogal Love, of parental Ten-
dernefs, and fraternal Affe&tion.
Frugality gives the Power of private Beneficence,
A Man unfortarate in the Courfe of his Irduftry,
ora Family deprived of Support by the Sicknefs of
its Father, can have no Refi’cf from a profufe Man.
If they have, the Induftry of fome other Man muft
be difappointed, and fome other Family muft be
deprived of its Support. Thus, without Frugality
the moft godlike peifonal Pleafure cannot be enjoy-
ed ; and many Afil'&ions in Life, which wou!d o-
therwife have been remedied, muft now be fub.
mittea to without Alleviation.

To this an Objeétion is urged with great Affu.
rance ; and we are told that Frugality isa moft chur-
lifh and unbeneficial Thing to Society. For confi-
der, fay they, in what the Profperity of a State
confilts. In rcothing fo much as in a quick Circu-
lation of Properiy. By this, the Citizens of any

‘Body Politic are always kept bufy and alive; but

a very great Part of the prefent Circulation of Pro-
perty, is derived from fuch Indulgercies, as Fru-
gality would certainly exclude. It the meer De-
mands of Nature were on'y to be liften’d to, with-
cut any Allowance for gay Appetite ard Fancy,
what would become of thefe tt.oufand Employ-
mentr, and of that infinite Quantity cf circulating
Property, which depend vpon Diet, Drefs, orna.
mental Farniture, and elegant Amufement ?
This Obje&ion has beeo, and is yet, urged with
a fhocking Air of Triumph and impudent Exulia
tion. For in the firft Place, 'tis falfe that Fruga.
lity admits only the bare Neceflities of Nature ; it
corfults, in its proper Degree, every Convenience
and [ndulgence of Life, that may rot be attended
with fome difproportioned ill Confequer.ce. In the
next Place, us talfe thatthe greatelt Part of move-
able Property depends, for its Circulation, upon
fuch Indulgencies as Frugality muft condemn. She
condems them only in particular improper Circum-
ftances, Thanks be to Heaven, tho’ gay Appe-
tite and Fancy are certainly indulged more than
they ought to be, yet the Circulation of Property
depends, incomparibly the greater Part of it, upon
fuch Demands as are ufeful and innocent. That
fmaller Part of it which paffes through the Retail-
" ers of luxurious Pleafure, is fo far from deferving
to be encouraged or approved, that it moft certain-
ly tends to the Detriment of Society. For thefe
defpicable Minifters are always humble Worfhippers
of tte Dzmon who fupports them ; and never fail
to fpend in ber Service the votive Offerings which
her Favourites bring to her Shrine, French Cooks,
Italiar Muficians, Foplin Taylots, Dancers, Tire.
women, and all the Maxgo's which retain to luxu-
rious Pleafure, are conflantly known to diffipate
their large Revenues, as faft as lheycget them, in
thofe bumbler Ways of Luxury which they dare
afpire to: Thuws fg:ropagv.ting throogh the Nation,
as far as their Influence ex'ends, puny Bodies and
effeminate - Minds, for the Strength, Glory, and
Happinefs of the Body, Politic. k
" *Tisa vulgar Error, that the Profperity, of a State
confifts folely in the meer Circulation of ngcrty.
That Circnlatien is fo far ufeful, as it forces the In.
babitants to bedbufy, and prevents the Evils of
lic Idlecefs, Indolence, and Want of Thought:
becomes bappy ang virtuous, if it be converfant
about the Inftraments of Virtue, aboot fuch Arts
a3 tend to the Strength, Magnanimity, and Glory
.of a People : But if Praperty be quickly circulated
‘only.from quick Returns ef. luxurious Defire, acd
frem varioas and operofe Contrivances to gratify it,

that very Circulation becomes a public Evil. Fof
while the Property circulating, or the Credit which
atterds it, feltsin the Pcflefion of any lrcdividual ;
it epables that Individual, in a luxurious S ate, to
contrive netwv Refinements of vicicus Pleafure, and
confequently to increafe the Unhappinefs of his
Country : Whereas without fuch a quick Circu'ati-
on, Irdividuals muft be forced by Degrees to bricg
their T'afte to the Standard of fimp!e Nature. Vir-
tue is the Supreme Happinefs of every Naticn, as
of every private Man ; and all the fuborcinate
Conveniences are gocd or ill, as they take that
Courfe which is moft favourable to Virtue. But
to return to the particular Viriue which is cow to
be confidered. .

The laft and nobleft Recommerdation of Fruga-
lity, is, that it corduces to public Horeity, and
public Strength. A frugal Man is, with re(pc& to
ex:ernal Fortune, independent and free from all
the Inticements of Corruption. I have learned
from Hiftory, that luxurious Ages have been always
Ages of Peculation and Bribery ; and generally the
condudir}g Seafons of the Glory and Liberty of a
State. It was fo in accient Sparta; where the
Vicories of Lyjardir and Agefi'aus, brought a
Flood of Weaith irto the City, which proved too
firong for the admirable Policy of Lycwrgus. It
was {o in antient Arbers, where the Command of

the Sea, and the Dominions of the Ifles, raifed an

ungovernable Petulance, which the Steength of ro
Nation under Heaven could have fupported. It
was fo in antient Reme, where Crafus and Cafar
bought and fold the prircipal Inbabitants by means
of the horrid Neceffities, into which their licentious
Pleafures had plunged them. It was fo in modern
Florence, whete the Luxury of private Citizens
could not ftand Proof agzainft the infinuating Mag-
nificence of the Mediccs. 1 pray Gop 1t may
prove fo in modren France ; for the Glory of France
is incompatible with the Good of Mankind ; #rd
therefore it is no Impiety to pray that it may be
deftroyed : And Leawis X1V, eftablifhed among his
Subje@s fuch a Syftem of Happinefs and Horour,
as in the natural Courfe ot Things can only fit
them to be fwept from the Face olg the Earth, by
Men that have Liberty and Virtue, and common
Scnfe remaining.

I afferted that Frugality ccnduces, not only to
public Honefty, but alfo to public Strength. It
might be made to appear by more Ways than one.
The Strength of 2 Sta'e cosfilts in the colleélive
Strength of all its Members, and in their Readice(s
to exert it for the public Service. That Frugality
conduces to perforal Strength, both of Body and
Fortune, need not to be argued, after what is faid
above. That Frugality icclines Men to exert their
Strength for the px%blic Service, will appear from
this Confideration, that nothing can fo much
difincline them, as Habits of luxurious and felfith
Pleafure. Wheress the frugal Man, having no
fuch Habits, will be fenfible how much his own
Happ'nefs is included in the public Safey, and will
find no otker more favourite Way of opening and
difpenfing the Fruits of his Care, than endeavour-
ing to fopport that public Ccmmunity, urder
which alone he can hope to enjoy-tbem.

MERCATOR.

7z

T» the Right Homeurable the Lerd Chancelior, azd
w1y Lerds the Judges.

The Petition of a much-abufed, yet very innocent
) Perfon.
Humbly fbeaveth, ;
H'AT your Lordthip's unhappy Petitioner,
tho' heretofore carefs"d, and acknowleged
as the moff ufeful ard valuable Servant of Man-
kind, is of late, tkro’ fome unnatural Prejudices of
Education,, or Corruption of Manners, become ei-
iber thamefully neglefed, or notorioufly il ofed.

And tho’ on all hands his Abilities in teacbing, and

brisgng
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